CD # 4, Kirtan Equation was released October 16th 2010, the date of the Svaroopa®Yoga Conference in Philadelphia.  The band was hired to play for the Opening Ceremony that evening and it was so nice to have been able to pick up the completed CD’s from the manufacturer that afternoon – just in the nick of time!! Conference participants wanted that CD for themselves and to take back to their students.

This CD represents a departure from my previous work in that it is fully orchestrated with a full band, full percussion, and a chorus that sings the responses to the chants. Sutra’s Song and Shakit’s Sanctuary were meant to be used as background for quiet yoga classes, home practice, massage therapy, or other bodywork – any quiet activity where one wants a soothing flow of music to accompany that activity.  Kirtan Equation on the other hand is comprised of 5 chants that the band had been offering at chant/kirtan/concerts for several years. It includes 4 originals and one chant (track 2 Hare Ram) by Wah! that I loved so much when on tour with her and had asked her if I could record it.  She very graciously agreed and we set to work on our recorded version.  

We actually began work on this album immediately after we finished Shakt’s Sanctuary…and I mean immediately!  It turned out that during the time we worked on Shakti’s Sanctuary, my dear friend (and producer/recording engineer) had decided to move to Atlanta!  He was to leave in early October of 2007, so it was quite a task and we ended up with about 85 % of two CD’s worth of chants, recorded.  Kirtan Equation is the result of the completion of 5 of those tracks.

After Ian moved, I’ll admit, it took me quite a while to get things together to begin work on completing the project!  Eventually, in the spring of 2008 my son Elijah Tucker (www.generousmusic.com) a fine Brooklyn based musician/singer agreed to help me  complete KE between other working on other projects including his own first solo album, entitled Generous Music (great album by the way!)

We would work in weekend sessions either at my home studio, or at his Brooklyn studio over the next 18 months.  We had some really wonderful tracks to work with but during the time lapse between when we began, and then started up again, I had grown and the band and I had together evolved some of the songs in new directions so we had to make some big changes.  The “band” had included a variety of wonderful musicians over the years, with Bob Cozzolino,  and Susan Graves still with me – we had said goodbye to , Chris Huff (bass, guitar, vocals), Phil D’Agostino (bass), and had welcomed EJ Simpson (bass, vocals) and Rama Bala (guitar).  Ian had recorded all of the bass tracks and so EJ didn’t end up on Kirtan Equation, (however his wonderful work will be included on the upcoming sequel to KE due out by fall 2010).  Rama Bala added his fantastic guitar to all the tracks. Elijah added his formidable talents to vocal harmonies, acoustic, electric guitars, percussion, keyboards and various other bells and whistles.  Susan Graves sings beautiful harmonies on most tracks (as do I!) Bob Cozzolino plays dumbek and other percussion fun, including a fire bell!  And I play harmonium and acoustic guitar.  The project was completed by mid October and went to print to get it back just in time for the aforementioned conference!

